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the use of secondary treatments in book form written in English. When 
one passes from books to periodicals, and from English to other tongues, 
the contrasts begin to appear, the thoroughness, perhaps one might 
better say the completeness, for whatever reason, disappears. Only the 
scantiest references to periodical literature in any tongue are to be found. 
And as for books in German and French, to all intents and purposes they 
do not exist for the author. Only when the products of foreign scholar- 
ship make their appearance in English guise, seemingly, do they win 
attention from the author. The result of this neglect of foreign and 
periodic literature is both to impair somewhat one's confidence in the 
book as fully representative of the best international scholarship, and 
also to impart to it an oddly musty flavor, since the author is shut up to 
a world that knows not current editions of important foreign works. 
For example, Milman is introduced to us as a "modern historian"; 
Dean Stanley as a "recent writer," as also Moeller, the second German 
edition, igo2, of whose first volume on the history of the church is passed 
over in favor of an English translation of the first edition written in 
i88g. But perhaps the most extreme example of the extent to which 
the author is barred out from the results of modern foreign scholarship is 
afforded by his use of Kurtz's History of the Church. Passing by the 
igo6 edition of the original, he selects an English translation appearing 
in 1868. Yet in spite of this busy activity with editions of foreign 
writers long since out of date, the author's painstaking use of source 
material gives his work solid merit of a kind. 

Curtis H. Walker 
University of Chicago 



STUDIES ON LUTHER AND GERHARDT 

To get a book by a thoroughly competent hand which will direct one 
as to recent Luther discussions, which will impartially discuss the points 
in dispute between Denifle and Walther, Grisar and Kawerau, which will 
hold the balances even between opponent and friend, and which, while 
not a regular biography of Luther, will serve as either an introduction 
or supplement to one — that is a boon ardently to be coveted. This, one 
of the church history professors in Marburg has done in a most admirable 
big-little book. 1 He takes as his motto the words of Dante : ' ' Open your 

1 Luther im Lichte der neueren Forschung: ein kritischer Berickt. Von Heinrich 
Boehmer. Dritte, vermehrte, und umgearbeitete Auflage. Leipzig und Berlin: 
Teubner, 1914. vi+ 170 pages. M. 1.25. 
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eyes and see me as I am." A few of his results might here be men- 
tioned. It is well known that the traditional portraits of Luther are 
idealized and do not go back to contemporary pictures by the elder 
Cranach who gives us the genuine. These, however, are genuine: 
Luther as monk 1520 (full face, copper plate), Luther as monk 1521 
(side view, copper), Luther as Junker George (1521, oil), and another oil 
painting in full face of 1526. These can be seen in any good illustrated 
biography of Luther, as for instance in Buchwald's Luther (Leipzig, 1902 ; 
2d ed., 1914). The death mask of Luther was taken four days after his 
death, when the body had already decomposed, a process which sets in 
quickly after death by apoplexy, and therefore this mask cannot be 
trusted. Among modern works Boehmer says that von Ranke struck 
out the right path in his Deutschen Geschichte im Zeitalter der Reformation 
(1839 ff.), not to judge the past or use it for edifying, but simply to show 
it as it was. The Catholic Janssen set out to reveal the economic, social, 
political, religious, and moral conditions of the people. But he did not 
attain his object because he let that object be shoved back by the apolo- 
getic thesis that the fifteenth century was the richest blossoming of the 
whole civilized life, and no one else but Luther destroyed this fine harvest. 
Over against Albrecht Ritschl's taking down a peg the services of the 
pre-Reformation reformers as forerunners of Luther, Denifle shows that 
Luther was connected with the "modern" theologians of the late Middle 
Ages. But here again, says Boehmer, was the failure to judge Luther 
historically, because Father Denifle was always bent on showing Luther 
as a type of degeneration, and his theology as a degenerate product of 
degenerate scholasticism. Forty years ago the Anabaptists were looked 
upon generally as bloody fanatical revolutionaries or as narrow reac- 
tionaries, as mere stragglers on the religious movement of the dying 
Middle Ages. Now it is unanimously believed that the majority of the 
bitterly persecuted pious folk were not revolutionaries at all, but retiring 
ascetics like the later Quakers, not mere echoes of the mediaeval Wal- 
denses and mystics, but to a certain degree followers of Humanism and 
especially opponents of mere faith in the letter and the moral careless- 
ness of vulgaren Luthertums; yes, in fact, some scholars are inclined to 
place them with Erasmus as forerunners of mighty modern religious 
movements, as ancestors of Congregationalists and Pietists, superior to 
Luther and his co-reformers. Boehmer himself looks upon the "step- 
children of fortune" von Schwenkfeld as the spiritual sire of the ideal 
of Pietist fellowship, and Sebastian Frank as the prophet of the religious 
views of Schleiermacher. 
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Boehmer divides his book into five chapters: (i) "The Old Luther 
Picture [artistic and literary] and the Development of Luther Investi- 
gation"; (ii) "Steps in the Conversion"; (iii) "The Beginning of the 
Open Struggle against the Church and the First Radical Reform At- 
tempts"; (iv) "The Scholar and the Inner Man [intellectual and moral 
judgment of Luther]"; (v) "The Thinker and the Prophet." This 
lucidly written and closely printed little book, which you could put in 
your under-coat pocket, is a rich and interesting product of Luther 
research, and ought to be translated into every civilized tongue. 1 

Everyone knows the immense importance of the large and small 
catechisms of Luther (1529) for the religious training of the German 
race. Superintendent Hardeland of Uslar has made an important and 
fairly thorough study in the history of doctrine in tracing the develop- 
ment of Luther's ideas up to 1529 on each of the topics or themes treated 
in the catechisms.* It deserves to stand as a sidelight by the side of 
Kostlin's Theologie Luthers (1902) and Thieme's investigation of Luther's 
doctrine of faith (Sittliche Triebkraft usw., 1895) an< i supplements the 
brilliant sections on Luther in the doctrine histories of Seeberg and 
Harnack. In spite of the explanation in the Preface (p. xiii), the lack 
of an index is inexcusable. 

The same author publishes a pamphlet against the conception that 
Luther looked upon the fear of the wrath of God as a fulfilment of the 
First Commandment. 3 Rather, says Hardeland against Professor 
Meyer of Gottingen in Neuen Kirchlichen Zeitschrift (1913), Luther 
taught the true or filial fear of God, which is the accompaniment and 
fruit of faith. This last overcomes the fear worked by the law. 

The University of Greifswald conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Theology upon Petrich for his life-long Gerhardt studies. Besides a 
book twenty-five years ago, another in 1907, he has been engaged on this 
for nine years, and it may be taken as the definitive book on the life 
of him in whom "Christianity does not appear as something opposed 
to human nature, but rather as the strongest, soundest, purest, and 

'I notice that Boehmer's careful discussion of the Philip Bigamy (pp. 120-27) 
confirms my own conclusions in the American Journal of Theology, XVII (1913), 
206-31. 

* Luthers Katechismusgedanken in ihrer Entwicklung bis Jahre 1529. Von August 
Hardeland. GUtersloh: C. Bertelsmann, 1913. jriv+354 pages. M. 8. 

3 Der Begriff der Gottesfurcht in Luthers Katechismen. Erwiderung Professor Dr. 
Joh. Meyer. GUtersloh: C. Bertelsmann, 1914. 45 pages. M. 0.80. 
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truest form of humanity." 1 There are ample indexes of places, persons, 
and hymns, but none of subjects. For a review of some of the books 
which appeared on the three hundredth anniversary of Gerhardt's birth 
see Theol. Literaturblatt, 1907, 82-83, 464-67. It is a singular omission 
that, as far as I see, Petrich never mentions the history of Gerhardt's 
hymns outside of Germany. 

John Alfred Faulkner 
Dsew Theological Seminary 
Madison, New Jersey 
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The first volume of Clark's work' was reviewed in the American 
Journal of Theology, XVI (1912), 303. It was mentioned there that 
Nonconformity has an ideal, but that this ideal has never been realized. 
Keeping the ideal in view, the author proposed to show Nonconformity 
as it had actually appeared in history. This ideal is fundamentally 
spiritual. Its objective manifestations have taken many forms but at 
various important points these forms have fallen far below the goal, 
because human nature and organized society were athwart the way. 

The present volume starts in with the Restoration, and for nearly a 
century the ideal faded and almost fell out of view. Presbyterianism 
was defeated, and Charles II in his struggle for dispensing power found 
himself in opposition to all branches of Nonconformity. There was a 
deep decline of religion through the corrupting influences of the court, 
and the paralyzing invasion of rationalism. Presbyterians and General 
Baptists were almost entirely absorbed by the Unitarians. "Some of 
the Nonconformist bodies which had come down the direct line of 
ancestral descent from the first Nonconformist pioneers had half for- 
gotten their ancient inspirations, had shifted their gaze from the issue 
which was central to issues which were, however important, circum- 
ferential and no more" (p. 200). But this was not to continue. There 
was a partial return to the ideal. First of all there came the great 
religious revival of the eighteenth century. This revival resulted in a 

1 Paul Gerhardt: Bin Beitrag zur Geschichte des deutschen Geistes. Auf Grund 
neuer Forschungen und Funde. Von Hermann Petrich. Gtttersloh: Bertelsmann, 
1914, riv+360 pages. 

a History of Nonconformity. By Henry W.Clark. Vol.n: "From the Restora- 
tion to the Close of the Nineteenth Century." London: Chapman & Hall, 1913. 
xx+458 pages. i$s. net. 



